
Potanin's Journay in North-zo&m China and Eastam'Tilet. 
Wr am indebted to M. Veniukoff for the following abstract * of 
?if. Potanin's leoture, delivered before the East Siberian Section of the 
Rrresian Geographical Society, on hie travele in China, at Irhtak,  in 
December 1886. 

Potanin's expedition started from Peking in 1884, with the intention 
of oroeeing the desert of Ordoe (Ortus) to Lang-ohau, capital of Kan-suh, 
and penetrating thence aa far south an poseible. The party started on 
the 13th May for Kuku-khoto (or Kwei-hwa-cheng), paesing over the 
triple chain of mountaim dividing the plain of Peking from that on 
whioh Kuku-khoto ie situate. The southernmost of theae three ridges 
beara the Chinese name of U-tai-shan, " the mountain of five saorifioial 
a l h "  after the p p  of five p&, the highest of which ie 10,000 feet 
above the eee, a height not exoeeded by any monntain in Northern China. 
At ita southern foot liea a valley remarkable for ita Buddhist monan- 
teriea and ahrinee, one of which, " Shing-tang-tee," ie entirely made of 
brim, whenoe its name. 

Kuh-khoto is the depSt for the Mongolian 'trade with China It 
oonteine 200 tea-ehope, five theatre& 15 templea, and six Mongol 
monasteries Among its eighta iue the Buddhist convent of Utaese 
with its five pinnaalee and basreliefe, the oonvent of Fingmg-ai, and 
a temple oontaining a statue ereoted in honour of the Chineee general 
Pai-jin-jung, who avenged an insult offered to the Emperor of China. 

Leaving Kuh-khoto the expedition oroeeed the Yellow river and 
entered the send-wastea of 0rdos.t The Mongole of Ordo11 are ranged 
under eavenS'Munga or banners under eaven prinoea, the chief authority 
being veated in one who has the longest family tree and beam the title of 
" Wang!' I'heir holieat plaoe is a aolleotion of felt tenta called " Edjen- 
joro," reputed to contain the bonea of Jenghiz Khan. These aecred 
reliar are entrasted to the care of a oaate of Darhata numbering 
some fifty families. Every summer, on the twenty-h t  day of the 
a i d  moon, s a d 0 8 8  are offered up in hie honour, when numbem of 
people oongregate to join in the celebration, such gathering8 being 
called w a n .  

On the southern border of Ordos are the ruins of Borobelgrresan, 
d d  to date h m  Jenghie Khan's time. From tbk pleoe the expedition 
went to Leng-ohan, in the valley of the Yellow river, snnonnded by 
fruit gardew whioh continue along the river for about 40 milee. To 
the m t h  lie hilla covered with thiuk depoeita of loess, and the river 
cat. ita way thtough these, forming a narrow gorge. Many of the 

l'radated by W. E. 0. Morgan. 
t R'uIly deroribed by PrejevaLky in hb work 4Mongolb,' &a, rol. i. pp. 180-195 
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inhabitants live in artificinlly oonetracted cavea, probably ainoe the 
Mahommedan i n d o n  which destroyed so many villagas and towns, 
and laid weste the country. 
M. Potanin, who was accompanied by hie wife, visited the territory 

of the selars,' a Turkish tribe, whioh hae preaer~ed ita written and 
spoken language almost unaltered. Thia itrib inhabits twenefonr 
villages near Siun-hwe-ting, on the south bank of the Yellow river. 
Another intewsling people visited by the travellers were the Amdoe 
Mongol~, identical with the " Taldi " or " Daldea " of Prejevaleky,t 
mattered over a trad lying between the meridians of Lang-chau and 
Suh-ohau, and partly engaged in agriuulture and hortioultnre. Their 
language ia a mixture of Mongolian, Tnrkieh, and Chin- worde ; their 
ho- food, and dreaa are Chinew, while the oostume of their women, 
especially their headdreaa, ie peaaliar. The h d o e  are governed by 
elders, whose d o e  ie hereditmy, and who trace their deeoent from a 
half hhbrical, half legendary prinoe, Li-ohing-wang, whom tomb is 
ehown on the bank of the W g - g o 1  near Shang-dang. Some of the 
Amdos profeea Ielam, others retain Ianuiem. 

Po- and hie travelling companion Sk& had an aadienoe of the 
governor of Si-ning, who gavo them a five paee for Eaatern Tibet. 
Daring a part of their journey they had an eamrt of twenty Tangutan 
or Tibetan soldiers o&xred by a monk. 

From Si-ning the t r a d e r s  eet out for Mhgchau, prvraed over 
@ed t a q ~  or high plateaux (about 10,000 feet), thickly olothed 
with herbaceow vegetation. To the west of their road mm two snowy 
p u p a  of mountains-Amni $-jakar and Amni-tungling. The town of 
Qui-dui on the Yellow river, the fortrese of B6nnan, and the m o w  
teri- of Labrang and Joni were w d v e l y  visited. At Labrang they 
were d v e d  with much ceremony by the chief Lama or gegen, who, 
beeidea his spiritnal functions, exeroieed temporal m y  over the dietriot 
d had a militmy foroe at hie command. Joni ie the reaideam of a 
Tangutan prinoe named Joni-bombu. 

From Ming-chau the expedition turned eouthward, bat were p r s  
vented from penetrating Earther than Sung-pang-ting, their wppliee 
having come to an end. The oountry between f ig-chan and Sung-pang- 
ting ie -bed as a labyrinth of steep rangee of moanCaina and deep 
vallepe, where the views, even from the summits of the pessee, are too 
limited to enable the obeerver to form any clear ideaof thegenddireot im 
of the r i d p  and valleys. The menery, however, offers many pointe of 
intereet. Biver torrents, caecadee, and natural terraoes lend a charming 
d e t y  to the landscope, while the roe& only passeble for pack mimab. 
here clinging to the d y  steeps, or cat into the rock itself, there 

Cf. 4LIongdia,' &c, voL K p. 149. 
t CT. ' Y ~ k , r o l . u p p 6 9 o c p . m d ~ q .  
3 Or hmneb," i e. LLancestom,n held eacred by the Tmgutu~: cf. ' Mangolia,' 
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soppartedcmdenpxqq o r c u r i e d ~ t h e ~ m ~ e t y m m  
~ ~ r h i c h r m k t o d f i o u n d e r t h e k d s n m a l e ,  remiPd the 
tla*oftheriMd~eaormtryhehssente!red. B.iastO0wel.e 
fmpent, for tlm Chinem ocmazc~y de@t their moigtnre on these 
mags ad d into exi&nmaIruari.nt vegetation. Tkebibfrom 
top to bottom rere &ndy forested with conifers m the upper zone, 
dedduous hem and bashes an the lower slopes. Here were o b r v e d  
three Linda of maple, the b e ,  the hazel, a ~ y 4 e a r e d  mk like 
the i k  with M t  bmnch Jike the strings ef wpper ooins anent 
in tbe -, whence the Chiness dl it the 'maney-trea" Hem 
too amidst the underpwhwem the id sfems of the haboo m d  
d w b b p i d h  M a i m i s t d t h t e d m t b e d e e p e r ~  
m d m a n d t b e J v i l h g e s a M ~ e ~ * o f b a m b o q D i a ? p p r  
K & , a + d i n g a f r u % t h e d - t t r i ; t h e ~ t h e ~ ~  
( ~ ~ J ) ,  a d  bmur+a The decidnorrs moda of the upper beltm at a 
hs ightaf~mrere~lr i thbrrshe4YofrhododePdmnoftroor  
tbree kids, me of uboresoent growth, with a tmnk eight inch m 
d h a e k .  Intbedpkmaeahthelimitoftheforrsts,fbmkindeof 
p o p p r ~  o b s e n e d , a n e p l l o l r ( ~  ~ f d i a ) , t r o b l n e ,  d 
o n e d  

~ m m i m p o r b n t t r d e e e n k q d L i e s a a t h e r a d t . t e n ~  
the ka a z a x a ~ ,  paiq from &E&PBI~ to Northern 'IFbet. T b h  one 
o f t b e ~ ~ r a d s t o L h i s s f d l m e d ~ ~ p i l g r i m s ~ C h i n a  
d l k m g d k  T h e e n r i m a s o t S u n g - ~ g ~ e f u n o l l ~ f o o t b e ~ ~  
tericsarubmba,"the o b j e c Q o f v e n e r a t i m t o t h e ~ p o p r b t i o n .  
Thirteen north& of Gmrg-pmg is the snowy 8iue4ua, at 
rbosehtflm arimlet,theKeerntsqupldenlakq" mdyasPoaeaaioa 
o f E M n h k e E d i r i d e d b g ~ ~ o f t n E a , o n e r b o r e t b e ~ .  
h Sung-pmg the expeaition retoraed to L.ng+hm tiPi Lung*- 

fa, V- Ilbachm, Hnn%ch.ng-fn, md D k h  They pemed the 
.rinter at the mclnrstsry of Bumbum, emth  of Si-ning, % mw the 
redia of the h a  of 'honkah, tbe p t  BBoddhist dimmer, lad the 
mineolou~ tree deuxi'bed by Abb6 Huc. 

THEbProaeediag'forDeceanbsrhatt amt.ined r a ~ o f  a+- 
~ ~ b y ~ J r m e q Y ~ ~ d ~ t o t b e  
P d a h a h t a i n d t h e - o f t h e  sangari ~ . J a n e u , ~ o f  
the pty ,  i n k m a  rrs thrt the three trarellern have sinae amtiad 
t b ~ ~ ~ m S a t t b a n d E a e t e r n ~ c h m i . , d r i . i b d p h t s  




